
 

This table has been prepared by the Public Defenders as a guide. Individual cases should be read if they are to be relied upo n. 
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Manufacture Amphetamines / Methylamphetamines 

Large Commercial Quantity 

s.24(2) (NSW) Drug Misuse and Trafficking Act 

 

s.24(2) Manufacture or produces, or knowingly take part in manufacture or production of prohibited drug which is not less than commercial quantity 

Large commercial quantity:   1 kg – Amphetamines 

500g – Methylamphetamines (after 1.9.2015) 

 

Maximum Penalty:   Life – s.33(3) 

Standard Non-Parole Period  15 years (offence committed on or after 1.2.2003) 

 

CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

Larsson 

(55) 

NSWCCA 

11.9.1997 

Knowingly take part 

in manufacture lge 

comm qty 

amphetamine 

1kg per week 

for nearly 2 

months 

PG MT 7y 

AT 5y 

AD committed 

offences while 

on bail for 

similar offences 

- no other 

record 

Assisted in setting up laboratory, trained another person 

in procedures and provided some equipment. 

Prior good character. 

S 

(2000) 111 A 

Crim R 225 

[2000] NSWCCA 

13 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty 

amphetamine 

 PG MT 18m 

AT 18m 

 

50% discount 

assistance 

Crown AA 

MT 3y 

AT 1y 

minor drug 

offences; on 

bail for similar 

offences 

Involved in organising and transporting equipment and 

chemicals, commencement of manufacturing process 

and recruitment at two laboratory sites - not principal 

McMillan 

[2000] NSWCCA 

241 

Knowingly take part 

in manufacture lge 

comm qty 

1,830.5g 1-

phenyl 2-

nitropropylene 

PG MT 3y 

AT 3y 

AA 

3y 

NPP 18m 

 Reluctantly involved in large scale manufacturing 

operation, purchasing ingredients and making other 

commercial transactions - attempted to sabotage 

operation before giving anonymous tip -off to police - 

manufactured precursor to amphetamines - actions 

prevented substantial quantity of amphetamine being 
produced. 

Failed to give specific discount for effect of sabotage on 

operation 

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549f9f953004262463b2a90c
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549f9f953004262463b2a90c
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549f9d023004262463b1efc0
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549f9d023004262463b1efc0
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CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

Pedavoli 
(2002) 128 A 

Crim R 137 

[2002] NSWCCA 

87 

Knowingly 
concerned in 

manufacture lge 

comm qty 

amphetamine 

 PG 4y 
NPP 15m 

Crown AA 
8y  

NPP 3y 9m 

Supply – on bail 
for drug matters 

Involved in manufacture for principal 

El Azzi 

[2004] NSWCCA 

455 

2 x Conspiracy to 

manufacture lge 

comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

See facts 

 

VG 7y 

NPP 5y 3m 

Conviction AD Police 

corruption 

offence 

Involved in attempt to manufacture in two different 

locations – senior participant – intended to make 30kg 

from chemicals obtained – chemicals would have only 

produced 12 ½ kg 

Ex-police officer – protective custody 

Lau 

[2010] NSWCCA 

43 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

Potential to 

produce 

8.869kg 

PG 12y 

NPP 9y 

AA 

12y 

NPP 8y 

 SNPP 15 years 

Employed as “cook” – arrived in Australia from China 

only a few weeks before arrest. 
Appeal allowed on basis of parity – finding of special 

circumstances. 

Reardon 

[2012] NSWCCA 

46 

Knowingly take part 

in manufacture lge 

comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

5.877kg PG 

(25%) 

15y 

NPP 10y 9m 

AD record SNPP 15 years 

Few facts - Police found chemicals and clandestine 

laboratory - motivated by greed 

Total sentence with three other offences: 16y NPP 11y 

DW 

[2012] NSWCCA 

66 

Conspiracy to 

manufacture lge 

comm qty 

amphetamine 

 

Possess prohibited 
pistol 

 

Sell prohibited 

firearm 

4kg  PG 

(50%) 

4y 

NPP 2y 6m 

 

Total 

4y 8m 

NPP 3y 2m 

Crown AD Breached 

parole – similar 

offences 

SNPP 15 years 

Started planning with informer and undercover police 

officer to manufacture 4kg – possessed and sold 

shortened rifle 

Significant assistance 

Greenaway 

(51) 

[2013] NSWCCA 

270 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Possess precursor 

5.8kg PG 

(20%) 

19y 6m 

NPP 11y 7m 

15d 

AD  SNPP 15 years 

Planned and organised operation - appellant a central 

part of the organisation – at least in mid-range – value 

between $500k - $2.7 million  

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549fa7403004262463b51fb6
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549fa7403004262463b51fb6
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549fb3213004262463b87667
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549fb3213004262463b87667
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549ffffa3004262463c87a64
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/549ffffa3004262463c87a64
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=157667
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=157667
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=158066
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=158066
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=168138
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=168138
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CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

Eckersley 
[2013] NSWCCA 

219 

Manufacture lge 
comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty ecstasy 

 

Supply lge comm 

qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Sched: 

4 drug offences 

See facts PG 12y 
NPP 8y 

 

 

18y 

NPP 11y 

 

12y 

NPP 8y 

 

Total: 

21y 

NPP 14y 

AD  SNPP 15 years 
‘Very significant and managerial organisational’ role in 

two distinct manufacturing ventures – one laboratory held 

records relating to sale of $617,000 drugs and 2.145kg 

methamphet – second laboratory held raw product for 

250,000 tablets – offences extended over 12 months 

LB 

(31) 
[2013] NSWCCA 

70 

Knowingly take part 

in manufacture lge 
comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Knowingly take part 

in manufacture lge 

comm qty ecstasy 

 

Sched: 

Possess precursor 

2 x Supply 

 PG 

(40% 
plea and 

assist 

on 

appeal) 

5y 

NPP 3y 
 

 

 

9y 

NPP 5y 

 

Total: 

12y 

NPP 8y 

AA 

2y 7m 
NPP 1y 8m 

 

 

4y 3m 

NPP 3y 4m 

 

Total: 

10y 2m 

NPP 6y 10m 

Property 

offences 

SNPP 15 years 

Offences committed over 14m at two different premises 
Became heavily addicted to drugs – prior to arrest moved 

overseas and became drug free – voluntarily returned to 

Australia 

 

IL (No 4) 

(45) 

[2014] NSWSC 

1801 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 
4 x Possess 

Weapons offences 

Over 6kg VG Indicative 

10y 

 

Agg Sentence: 
11y 6m 

NPP 7y 6m 

 nil SNPP 15 years 

Female permitted associate to use premises to refine 

methamphetamine – some further involvement in process 

– subordinate position – financial reward – associate 
killed when bathroom exploded – joint possession of 

guns belonging to associate found in house and car 

Good character 

http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=167420
http://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/action/pjudg?jgmtid=167420
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/54a639923004de94513da7d9
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/54a639923004de94513da7d9
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/54a640003004de94513dca81
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/54a640003004de94513dca81
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CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

Wan 
(43) 

[2017] NSWCCA 

261 

 

 

 

 

Co-offender: 

KWOK 

Manufacture lge 
comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Supply lge comm 

qty 

methamphetamine 

144.6kg 
 

 

 

15.9kg 

PG 
(25%) 

18y 
NPP 12y 

 

 

12y 

NPP 9y 

 

Total: 

21y 

NPP 15y 

AD Priors in Hong 
King – not as 

serious 

SNPP 15 years 
Methamphetamine imported in wax blocks – flew out 

from Hong Kong to assist in extraction of drugs from 

blocks and arranging supply to buyers – significant and 

trusted role – sole liaison in Hong Kong – offence upper 

range of seriousness – not isolated – sophisticated 

system of drug trafficking 

Isolation in custody 

Kwok 

(56) 

[2018] NSWCCA 

200 

 
 

 

 

 

Co-offender 

WAN 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Supply lge comm 
qty 

methamphetamine 

144.6kg 

 

 

 

15.9kg 

PG 

(25%) 

22y 

NPP 14y 

 

 

15y 
NPP 11y 3m 

 

 

Total: 

25y 

NPP 17y 

AD Priors in Hong 

King – theft, 

fraud, 

blackmail, 

administer 
stupefying drug 

SNPP 15 years 

Involved with co-offenders - Methamphetamine imported 

in wax blocks – role of offender was sourcing items 

required for manufacture, overseeing and supervising 

cooking process, purchasing sundry items and liaising 
with others to inform when drug ready for supply – found 

in taxi cab with co-offender and drugs for supply 

Greentree 

[2018] NSWCCA 

227 

Manufacture lge 

comm qty 

 

 

Accessory after fact 

manufacture lge 

comm qty 

 
Possess proh 

firearm 

 

Sched: 

3 offences 

5kg PG 

15% 

7y NPP 5y 

 

 

 

2y 6m 

 

 

 
3y 

NPP 1y 2m 

 

Total 

10y  

NPP 7y 

AA 

6y 3m 

NPP 4y 5m 

 

2y 1m 

 

 

 
2y 5m 

NPP 1y 8m 

 

Total 

8y  

NPP 5y 6m 

 SNPP 15 years 

Involved with co-offender (brother) - large amounts of 

ingredient chemicals for production (“precursors”) and 

equipment found on property - sufficient to manufacture 

quantity of methylamphetamine greater than 5kg - 

manufacturing process not underway but manufacture o f 

at least commercial quantity had taken place - 

arrangements being put in place for manufacture of 
further large commercial quantity - operation to be 

embarked upon of substantial size and sophistication  - 

within mid-range objective seriousness 

Special circumstances – first time custody – drug 

rehabilitation 

On appeal: judge wrongly assumed commercial quanti ty  

was 500g when it was 1kg. 

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/59fba655e4b074a7c6e19d68
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/59fba655e4b074a7c6e19d68
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5b9ef6a0e4b0b9ab4020faa2
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5b9ef6a0e4b0b9ab4020faa2
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5bbfd3a0e4b06629b6c629f0
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5bbfd3a0e4b06629b6c629f0
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CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

Grogan 
[2019] NSWCCA 

51 

Manufacture lge 
comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Supply lge comm 

qty 

methamphetamine 

 

s.193B 

see facts PG 10y 
NPP 6y 6m 

 

 

8y 

NPP 5y 6m 

 

 

2y 6m 

 

Aggregate: 

14y 

NPP 10y 

AD  SNPP 15 years 
Involved in sophisticated drug syndicate – active member  

– live in caretaker at laboratory site – involved in 

manufacture – purchased equipment – collected 

pseudoephedrine – delivered drugs – 27.241kg oil and 

4.059kg blocks found on site – liquid waste indicated at 

least 2.359kg manufactured – police seized $1,197,980 

cash in connection with offences – just below mid-range 

Roberts 

(29 / 36) 
[2019] NSWCCA 

102 

Supply lge comm 

qty 
methylamphetamine 

 

Manufacture 

lge comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Supply lge comm 

qty cocaine 

 

Sched: 

Supply drugs 

3 x firearm offences 

1087.7g 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1000g 

PG 

(25%) 
 

 

(25%) 

 

 

 

(40%) 

7y 

NPP 5y 4m 
 

 

3y 3m 

NPP 2y 2m 

 

 

6y 9m 

NPP 4y 6m 

 

Aggregate 

11y 

NPP 7y 4m 

AA 

5y 6m 
NPP 3y 10m 

 

3y 3m 

NPP 2y 2m 

 

 

6y 9m 

NPP 4y 6m 

 

Aggregate 

10y 

NPP 6y 6m 

Aggravated BE 

- malicious 
wounding - 

robbery in 

company - 

demand with 

menaces – 

firearms - 

proceeds of 

crime. On bond 

- on bail when 

supply cocaine 

offence 

committed. 

SNPP 15 years 

Supply methylamphetamine: drugs located at offender’s 
home by police 

Manufacture: with co-offenders operated laboratory - 

offender supervised part of process, providing some of 

precursor drug and participated in manufacturing process 

Supply cocaine: supplied to undercover operative for 

$235k. 

Difficult background. 

On appeal – sentencing judge erred on supply 

methylamphetamine count by mistaking threshold 

quantity as 500g not 1kg. 

Nguyen 

(34) 
[2019] NSWCCA 

213 

Manufacture 

lge comm qty 
methylamphetamine 

706.8g PG 

(25%) 

7y 6m 

NPP 5y 7m 15d 

AD record for drug 

offences 

SNPP 15 years 

Drug found in clandestine laboratory in backyard of family 
home - 415.8g pure methylamphetamines – additional 

drug found in admixture - offence committed over a 

couple of days - minimal planning and sophistication  - 

acting alone - no evidence of profit but would have been  

pressured to share or supply – well below mid-range 

Drug addiction – immediate admissions – remorse – 

prospects for rehabilitation guarded 

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5c885e9ee4b02a5a800bf3de
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5c885e9ee4b02a5a800bf3de
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5ce3b0dae4b02a5a800c0f2a
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5ce3b0dae4b02a5a800c0f2a
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5d706899e4b0c3247d711975
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5d706899e4b0c3247d711975
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CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

Bell 
(28) 

[2019] NSWCCA 

271 

Manufacture 
lge comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Sched: 

4 offences of 

possessing 

precursors 

30.4kg (pure) PG 
(25%) 

13y 4m 
NPP 10y 

AA 
13y 4m 

NPP 9m 

nil SNPP 15 years 
Drugs manufactured on rural property – well planned, 

large scale and sophisticated operation –drugs found o n  

property – offender leased property, erected fence and 

had some involvement in operation at direction of oth ers  

– offences committed for financial gain – mid-range 

Some remorse – good prospects of rehabilitation – 

psychological condition – young family – prior good 

character 

On appeal: parity – special circumstances 

El Kheir 

[2019] NSWCCA 

288 

Manufacture 

lge comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

3 x possess 
precursors 

2.6 kg (pure) Not 
indicated 

10y 6m 

NPP 7y 

 

 

FT 2y 
wholly 

concurrent 

AD  SNPP 15 years 

Manufacture with co-offenders – purchased items for 

manufacture process - sophisticated and large 

manufacturing operation, considerable planning and 

organisation. 

Oncu 

[2020] NSWCCA 

260 

Manufacture 

lge comm qty 

methylamphetamine 

 

Unauthorised 

possess of firearm 

 

Sched: 

Possess 

ammunition 

30.5kg PG 

(20%) 

8y 

NPP 5y 6m 

 

 

4y 

NPP 2y 

 

Agg: 

9y 6m 

NPP 6y 6m 

AA 

8y 

NPP 5y 

 

3y 

NPP 1y 6m 

 

Total: 

9y 

NPP 6y 

Minor including 

driving offence 

and common 

assault 

SNPP 15 years 

Involved in manufacture of drugs in large shed built in 

outer suburb of Sydney – drugs manufactured over 6 

weeks – substantial operation stopped by arrest – not 

principal but important role – mid-bottom half of objecti ve 

seriousness - .357 Magnum calibre Ruger SPIOIO 

revolver with obliterated serial number found at pro p er ty  

with ammunition 

Gambling and depressive disorder – sought to repay 

financial debts – out of character - hardship to family 

relevant but not exceptional – good prospects of 

rehabilitation – remorse 
On appeal: error made in relation to SNPP for firearm 

offence – took into account good conduct in custody an d  

on bail for two years 

Cutajar 

[2020] NSWCCA 

273 

Manufacture 

 

 

Possession of 

prohibited firearm 

 

Sched: 

2 firearm offences 

15.98kg PG 

(25%) 

11y 

NPP 7y 

 

12m 

(concurrent) 

AD Nil SNPP 15 years 

Manufacture at premises with co-ooffender -  more than 

mere “unskilled storeman” -involved in negotiating prices. 

Committed offence to clear debt. 

Good rehabilitation prospects – supportive family. 

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5dc24bbee4b0ab0bf6073a4c
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5dc24bbee4b0ab0bf6073a4c
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5de06a10e4b0ab0bf6074216
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5de06a10e4b0ab0bf6074216
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/174fc5117932e929b20dc4c2
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/174fc5117932e929b20dc4c2
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/1750bc17a01d7a9b4a92b28f
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/1750bc17a01d7a9b4a92b28f
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CASE 

(AGE IF KNOWN) 

OFFENCE AMOUNT PLEA ORIGINAL 

SENTENCE 

APPEAL RECORD FACTS 

SY 
(31) 

[2020] NSWCCA 

320 

Manufacture 
 

Supply large 

commercial qty 

(1.365kg) 

 

2 x possess 

weapon 

 

Sched: 

3 offences 

 

 

Not 
ascertainable 

but very 

significantly in 

excess of 

large 

commercial 

qty. 

Admixed 

material found 

so far-

19.098kg. 

PG 
(15%) 

 

(Assist-

ance 

5%) 

 
10y 

NPP 6y 

 

6y 10m 

NPP 4y 

 

Each: 3y 10m 

NPP 2y 6m 

 

 

 

 

Aggregate: 

14y 

NPP 9y 6m 

AA 
9y 2m 

NPP 5y 8m 

 

6y 2m 

NPP 3y 10m 

 

3y 7m 

NPP 2y 4m 

 

3y 5m 

NPP 2y 4m 

 

Aggregate: 

13y 2m 

NPP 8y 10m 

Obtain money 
by deception, 

resist police, 

enter enclosed 

lands, 

destroying 

property, 

Possess stolen 

goods, agg 

B&E, possess 

firearms. 

SNPP 15y 
Manufacture of PMMA in laboratory with co-offender – 

role of principal in operating laboratory and holding 

product for supply - significant planning. 

Drug abuse - some prospects of rehabilitation. 

Assistance to police via voluntary surrender of number of 

firearms. 

CCA: Sentencing judge failed to allow discount for 

assistance for voluntary surrender of firearms. 

 

 

 

Last Updated: December 2020 

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/17626cdd927dd70be44cd284
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/17626cdd927dd70be44cd284

