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The forcible removals of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children have had long-term, 

intergenerational traumatic impacts on individuals and their families and descendants.
1
 

In 2018, the Bringing Them Home 20 Years On: An Action Plan for Healing report 

observed that 

[m]ost Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been affected by the Stolen 

Generations. The resulting trauma has been passed down to children and grandchildren, 

contributing to many of the issues faced in Indigenous communities, including family 

violence, substance abuse and self-harm.
2
 

Recent research has documented adverse consequences experienced by both members of 

the Stolen Generations and their descendants,
3
 who, compared with Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people who were not removed or who did not have family members 

removed, experience:  

 higher rates of incarceration, interaction with police and arrest;
4
 

 higher rates of institutional abuse, including sexual abuse;
5
 

 poorer physical and mental health outcomes;
6
 

 lower rates of employment, financial security and home ownership;
7
 

 higher rates of homelessness;
8
  

 higher rates of discrimination;
9
 

 weakened connection to culture, including lower rates of speaking an Indigenous 

language;
10

 

 higher rates of violence;
11

 and 

 lower levels of trust in the general community.
12

  

The 1997 Bringing Them Home report found that any treatment and healing for survivors of 

forcible removal must emphasise local Indigenous healing and well-being perspectives.
13

  

Peeters et al emphasise that ‘the pathway to recovery involves mind, body and spirit and is 

holistic in that culture, identity and reconnecting with family, community and country are 

central to the healing journey’.
14

 

The potential relevance of evidence of membership of, or being a descendant of, Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Stolen Generations in sentencing proceedings includes an 

assessment of moral culpability; moderating the weight to be given to general deterrence; 

and determining the weight to be given to specific deterrence and protection of the 

community. There may also be issues relating to the likelihood of hardship in custody, a 

finding of special circumstances and the shaping of conditions to enhance prospects of 

rehabilitation. 

http://publicdefenders.nsw.gov.au/barbook/
https://healingfoundation.org.au/app/uploads/2017/05/Bringing-Them-Home-20-years-on-FINAL-SCREEN-1.pdf
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/our-work/bringing-them-home-report-1997
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